
CITY OF BLUE ASH 

Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the August 11th Council Meeting 

DATE:  August 9, 2016  

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the August 11th Council agenda.  

9.a.1. Ordinance No. 2016-43 transferring funds  

This transfer ordinance provides the necessary budget adjustments to implement the bond/funding 
requirements discussed below. 

Fire Department – Maintenance of Equipment 

Transfer Ordinance 2016-42 includes an adjustment to replenish the Fire Department’s 
Maintenance of Equipment account for budget spent to repair a fire truck involved in an accident 
earlier this year.  An insurance claim has been filed for reimbursement.   

Recreation – Special Events 

These budget entries simply move current year budget from one fund (251 Recreation) to another 
(111 General).  Every year the Recreation budget includes costs associated with the rental of 
specialized electrical distribution equipment for special events.  Given the infrastructure in place at 
Summit Park and the cost of rental, the Recreation staff and Facility Maintenance staff agreed that 
purchasing this equipment this year was in the best interest of the City for future events held at the 
Park.  These adjustments move current year appropriations from the special event budget into the 
Facility Maintenance capital budget to cover the purchase. 

Tax Incremental Financing - Fund 273 

The City’s 2016 Final Budget included revenue and expenditure estimates for the City’s TIF related 
funds.  As actual TIF revenues are received from the County, modifications are needed to increase 
and/or decrease revenue and expenditure appropriations to remit payments required by the TIF 
agreements.  This transfer ordinance provides such adjustments for Fund 273 – Forest/Osborne 
TIF. 

Please direct any question regarding this Ordinance to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director. 

9.a.2.  Ordinance No. 2016-40 authorizing the negotiation and execution of a lease 
agreement relating to Tahona Kitchen LLC  

The City’s real estate broker, Urban Fast Forward, has recruited Tahona Kitchen LLC to occupy 
part of the restaurant building (Building B) at Summit Park.  Ordinance 2016-40 seeks Council 
approval of a 10-year lease with two 5-year renewal options for lease of 1,922 sq. ft. of space.  

The base rent is $52,855 per year for the first 5 years and $59,582 per year for the second five 
years. Percentage rent shall also be due if gross sales exceed certain thresholds as defined in the 
attached lease. 

 Tahona Kitchen is a new restaurant under development by Scott Schmidt.  Scott has extensive 
restaurant experience with brands such as Mitchell’s Fish Market, Horse & Barrel Bourbon House, 
and The Pub.  Tahona is a Mexican street food concept with emphasis on carryout, catering to 
park patrons. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Parks and Recreation Director.  
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9.d.1.  Ordinance No. 2016-44 authorizing an economic development agreement with 
Infintech LLC  

Infintech LLC has confirmed its intentions to relocate its headquarters to the former Sycamore 
Senior Center Building at 4455 Carver Woods Drive.  The City previously committed a $75,000 
forgivable loan in support of this project and staff requests formal approval via Ordinance.  The 
project will create an estimated $6 million in payroll, resulting in $75,000 in annual City earning’s 
tax.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Economic Development Director. 

9.d.2.  Motion setting a public hearing for 7:20 PM, Thursday, September 8, 2016, to 
consider approval of Concept Plan for a Planned District Development in the M-3 Planned 
Office and Mixed use District on approximately 108 acres composed of part of the former 
Blue Ash Airport land and an adjacent site (Hamilton County Auditor Parcels 612-0120-0189-
00 and 612-0120-0197-00)   

The Al.Neyer development team is seeking Concept Plan approval for a mixed-use development in 
the M-3 Planned Office and Mixed Use district.  The Code requires that Council hold a public 
hearing as a part of its approval process for Planned Developments.  This motion sets the public 
hearing for September 8, which is the same date at which Council has scheduled hearings for a 
Zoning Text Amendment and Zoning Map Amendment that are necessary precursors for this 
development to be considered. 

Generally, the overall plan is for a development that includes a mix of office buildings, retail 
spaces, hotels, and residential uses ranging from multi-family apartments and condominiums, to a 
single-family, detached neotraditional neighborhood.  The arrangement of the proposed uses on 
the site generally becomes higher density and more commercial-use oriented closer to the 
intersection of the Glendale Milford Road and Reed Hartman Highway.  The planned orientation of 
buildings and the land uses that would abut Summit Park are intended to capitalize on the 
available views and the activities that are only available because of the Park.  Roadways through 
the development would result in connectivity through the “super-block” generally bounded by 
Plainfield Road, Glendale Milford Road, and Reed Hartman Highway. 

The Planning Commission considered the proposed development at its August 4, 2016 meeting 
and recommended approval of a Concept Plan for the entire site to City Council. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Community Development Director. 

9.d.3.  Motion setting a public hearing for 7:25 PM, Thursday, September 8, 2016 2016 to 
hear an appeal of a decision by the Board of Zoning Appeals denying an appeal seeking 
approval of a privacy fence installed with the structural side facing the neighbor at 9628 
West Avenue  

Charles Stocker filed this appeal seeking Council approval of a privacy fence that is installed with 
the structural side facing the neighbor.  The Code requires that the finished side of a fence face the 
neighbor.  The Board of Zoning Appeals denied the request at its June 13, 2016 meeting. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

9.d.4.  Motion setting a public hearing for 7:30 PM, Thursday, September 8, 2016 to hear an 
appeal of a decision by the Board of Zoning Appeals denying an appeal seeking approval of 
a privacy fence installed with the structural side facing the neighbor at 9566 Lansford Drive  

Karen and Dick Klein filed this appeal seeking Council approval of a privacy fence that is installed 
with the structural side facing the neighbor.  The Code requires that the finished side of a fence 
face the neighbor.  The Board of Zoning Appeals denied the request at its June 13, 2016 meeting. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 


